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Irish show jumper Shane 
Sweetnam says it was “by luck” 
that he found Cyklon 1083 at 
Niklas Arvidsson’s Swedish 

farm in December of 2011. Sweetnam 
was looking at another horse when 
the stallion stuck his head out of the 
stall and caught his eye. 

It’s safe to say that some kind 
of luck has followed the Swedish 
Warmblood stallion (Cardento—
Cassandra, Cortus) in his four years 
with Sweetnam, but not always the 
good kind. After suffering through 
colic surgery and a rare case of 
guttural pouch mycosis that caused 
him to nearly bleed out last summer, 
the stallion made a remarkable return 
to competition during the 2016 winter 
season in Wellington, Fla., winning 
the $35,000 1.45-meter classic during 
the fifth and ninth weeks of the 
Winter Equestrian Festival. He ended 
the circuit as the Douglas Elliman 
1.45-meter champion.

“He [had] an awesome circuit,” said 
Sweetnam, who is based at his Sweet 
Oak Farm in Wellington. “[Between 
the fourth and ninth weeks of WEF], 
he did 11 ranking classes and placed 
in all of them, bar one. He jumped 12 
clear rounds in a row in the ranking 
classes, which is tough to do.”

But “tough” is the best word to 
describe “Cyklon.” The 15-year-old 
stallion, who also covers a select book 
of mares each year for owners Spy 
Coast Farm in Lexington, Ky., under-
went three surgeries—and dealt with 

a myriad of side effects and complica-
tions—in less than three months after 
traveling overseas to Belgium. 

“It just shows his character,” 
Sweetnam said. “Something like this 
would show a lot of people what a 
great horse he is, but I’ve always 
known that he is that great. The horse 
jumps more clear rounds and has 
won more classes than most horses 
out there, certainly more than any 
horse I’ve ever had. He just has that 
fighting character.”

“He’s just the horse with the most 
heart,” added Lisa Lourie, owner of 
Spy Coast Farm. 

A “Terrifying” Amount of 
Blood
The fact that colic surgery at 
EquiTom Clinic in Meldert, Belgium, 
was the most minor of the Cyklon’s 
medical misfortunes makes quite the 
statement. His harrowing journey 
began in July, when he colicked a 
little more than a week after arriving 
in Belgium fresh off the Spruce 
Meadows circuit in Canada. “We 
flew straight to Belgium,” Sweetnam 
recalled. “We were there a week, and 
then we were meant to be leaving 
for Mannheim [Germany] on a 
Wednesday. I arrived the Sunday 
before that and gave him a jump on 
Monday, and then Tuesday, before he 
was meant to leave, he colicked. 

“He had to go in for surgery, but it 
went pretty well,” he continued. “The 
vets had to untwist a few things, but 

they didn’t have to take anything out. 
I saw him before I left for Mannheim, 
and he looked as fresh as could be. 
He looked like he could go to the 
ring. Obviously, he had stitches in his 
stomach, but he seemed to be in good 
condition.”

Cyklon remained at EquiTom 
while Sweetnam and the rest of his 
string went to Mannheim. When 
the group returned, he went back to 
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their temporary base in Belgium. But 
Cyklon’s good condition did not last 
long. 

“About a week later, someone was 
riding in the ring there, and Cyklon 
stuck his head out of the window in 
his stall,” Sweetnam said. “The rider 
noticed that he was bleeding from his 
nose.”

What groom Lilly Johnson found 
when she got to Cyklon’s stall 

shocked her.
“Someone came knocking on my 

door and said, ‘Your horse has a 
nosebleed.’ I ran down to his stall, 
and there was just blood every-
where,” she said. “I didn’t even know 
what to do. The first thing I did was 
grab his head and call Shane. I said to 
him, ‘There’s so much blood. We have 
to call the vet.’

“The vets said there was nothing 

we could really do to stop the 
bleeding from where they thought 
it was coming from,” she continued. 
“We were trying all these different 
tricks, and nothing seemed to work. 
We didn’t know whether to hold his 
head up or down; we didn’t know 
which way would make him most 
comfortable. He would freak out 
when we’d lift his head up, and 
then the blood would drip back, 

Shane Sweetnam’s show jumper 
Cyklon 1083 recovered from 

three surgeries and a severe bout 
of guttural pouch mycosis to be 

named 1.45-meter circuit champion 
of the 2016 Winter Equestrian 

Festival. SPORTFOT PHOTO
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and he was practically choking on his 
own blood. It was terrifying.”

It quickly became obvious that 
Cyklon wasn’t suffering from an 
average nosebleed. “[The vets] said 
that if it was just a nosebleed, we 
could try to put a towel over his nose, 
but that just filled up more with 
blood, and then the blood would go 
back up, and he would choke on it 
again,” Johnson said.

More Than A Nosebleed
Cyklon went straight back to 
EquiTom. The team of veterinarians, 
led by Tom Mariën, DVM, diagnosed 
him with guttural pouch mycosis. 
This rare disease results from a 
fungal infection that develops in the 
guttural pouch, an air sac that exists 
on each side of the horse’s head at 
the back of the skull behind the ears. 
The internal carotid artery, which 
supplies the brain with oxygen-
ated blood, is just behind it. When 
guttural pouch mycosis occurs, the 
wall of the internal carotid artery 
can deteriorate. This occurred with 
Cyklon, which led to the severe 
bleeding. Had the incident happened 
at night, the bay would most likely 
have bled out.

“He was so weak, so pale, so 
wobbly, that he was almost dead upon 
arrival,” Mariën said. “I’m sure that 
if the horse had arrived 10 minutes 
later, he would have been dead.”

The surgeon acted quickly, putting 
Cyklon under local anesthesia. He 
made an incision in the horse’s neck 
and ligated (closed off ) the main 
carotid artery to stop the bleeding. 

“Normally, in most horses, when 
you ligate the common carotid artery, 
you don’t have blood 
pressure anymore on 
the internal carotid 
artery, because it’s 
a branch from the 
main carotid artery,” 
Mariën explained. 
“It’s like a river; when 
you close the river, 
the branch will dry. 
So, when the branch 
dries, the artery will 
not bleed anymore.”

But Cyklon proved 

to be an exception. 
“After we ligated the main carotid 

artery, we saw that there was still 
blood coming in the internal carotid 
artery. That’s because, in some 
horses, you have what we call retro-
grade flow,” Mariën said. “That 
means flow is coming from the other 
side of the internal carotid artery.”

After Cyklon received a blood 
transfusion, he stabilized, but Mariën 
determined that surgery, Cyklon’s 
second in less than a month, would 
be required to permanently stop the 
bleeding. Mariën flew in colleague 
Franck Pénide, a specialist, to help 
perform the operation; the duo 

performed a complicated coil surgery.
“We conducted a fluoroscopy,” 

Mariën said. “We went through the 
artery, and we put a coil—some-
thing that obstructs the artery—on 
the other side of the internal carotid 
artery so that the retrograde flow 
would also be stopped. You cannot 
do this via open surgery, so it’s some-
thing we had to do with a catheter 
and a coil, like they do with human 
beings, and the fluoroscopy guides.”

The surgery to permanently stop 
the bleeding was a success.

“I really was afraid that the horse 
would not stand up after the surgery 
because he was so weak after all the 

blood loss,” Mariën 
said. “I wasn’t sure 
at all that the horse 
would even survive 
the anesthesia and the 
surgery, but we didn’t 
have any choice.

“The horse was 
weak at that moment, 
but he had a survi-
vor’s mentality,” 
he continued. 
“He was such 
a strong horse 

 I wasn’t sure at all that 
the horse would even 

survive the anesthesia and 
the surgery, but we didn’t 

have any choice.” 
– DR. TOM MARIËN

Veterinarians performed an endoscopic exam on Cyklon and found there was 
still blood in the horse’s internal carotid artery following the ligation of the 
common carotid artery. PHOTO COURTESY OF EQUITOM
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When guttural pouch mycosis 
occurs, a fungal infection 
develops in the guttural pouch, 
an air sac that exists on each 
side of the horse’s head and at 
the back of the skull. In Cyklon’s 
case, the mycosis caused 
the internal carotid artery, 
which is located just behind 
the guttural pouch and 
supplies oxygenated 
blood to the brain, to 
deteriorate, leading 
to severe bleeding. 
ROBIN PETERSON 
ILLUSTRATION

According to the American Association of Equine Practitioners, 
“there is no age, gender, breed or geographic predisposition to 
guttural pouch mycosis,” and there is no known cause of the 

disease. However, the ailment seems to occur more frequently in “stabled 
horses during the warmer months of the year.” 

Tom Mariën, owner, founder and surgeon at EquiTom Clinic in 
Meldert, Belgium, agreed there is a connection between guttural pouch 
mycosis and climate.

“Many factors play a role, but it has to do in part with weather condi-
tions and humidity,” he said. 

How often does the condition arise in Belgium’s temperate climate, 
where Cyklon 1083 was diagnosed? “We are the biggest animal hospital in 
Belgium,” Mariën said, “and I only see one case of this every three years.”

Mariën suspects Cyklon’s case was chronic.
“I think the horse had this already,” he said. “The horse was brought 

into Belgium from Canada, an area where they see this [issue] much more 
[often]. I’m sure that the horse had this already in a mild form, because 
you can’t see it in its early stages. You don’t typically go looking in the 
guttural pouch just to check.

“I’ve never had a story like this in my life,” he continued. “I do at least 
2,000 operations a year, and I’ve been doing it for 20 years, and this was 
the first time I had experienced anything like this. I’m very glad that the 
horse is doing so well. He’s a very, very nice horse that had such fight to 
stay alive. He’s an amazing horse. Cyklon is one of those horses that I and 
everyone here in the office will always remember.”

 The Rarity Of Guttural Pouch Mycosis
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mentally. He stood up again, and then 
I knew that we had a chance. But I 
still didn’t know if he could again 
become a show horse, because with 
his artery ligated, it’s not a normal 
anatomic situation.”

Surgery No. 3 
After several months of careful moni-
toring and stabilization at EquiTom, 
Cyklon received the all clear to return 
to the United States. He went directly 
to Spy Coast Farm on Oct. 3, 2015, to 
begin the next phase of his recovery. 
But his ordeal wasn’t over yet.

“He survived the guttural pouch 
mycosis, but then he had all this 
peripheral nerve damage he had to 
recover from as well,” said Modesty 
Burleson, VMD, Spy Coast Farm’s 
private veterinarian who oversaw 

Cyklon’s care upon his return to the 
United States. “He got a droopy eye 
and a droopy ear, which together is 
called Horner’s Syndrome.”

And, just to make things a bit 
more difficult, Cyklon had to go 
into quarantine when he returned 
Stateside. According to the rules 
and regulations set forth by the 
Fédération Equestre Internationale, 
registered competition horses that 
are granted temporary admission to 
the European Union may stay for a 
period of 90 days. If the horse stays 
longer, it’s considered an import. 
Consequently, if the horse is a mare 
or stallion of breeding stock age, 
it then must go through an addi-
tional Contagious Equine Metritis 
Quarantine when traveling to another 
country. To clear the quarantine, 

Cyklon had to cover two live mares, a 
physical toll, to make sure he couldn’t 
transmit any disease.

“When he shipped in from Europe, 
he had lost weight and his hair condi-
tion was poor,” Burleson said. “Not 
only was he recovering from every-
thing, but then he also had to repeat 
quarantine. That was another 45-day 
process for him.”

Luckily, Spy Coast has its own 
quarantine facilities, so Cyklon was 
able to return to a familiar place 
and be cared for by in-house staff. 
When Burleson evaluated him, she 
became concerned about the stal-
lion’s still droopy ear, and she called 
in Rolf Embertson, DVM, DACVS, 
from nearby Rood and Riddle Equine 
Hospital to examine him. Embertson 
diagnosed the stallion with right 

Cyklon 1083 was an approved breeding stallion in 
Sweden before coming to the United States, and 
among his small European foal crop was Cobolt, 

a Swedish Warmblood gelding (Cyklon 1083—Selena, 
Camaro M) who is now 10. 

Like Cyklon, Niklas Arvidsson campaigned Cobolt as 
a young horse. The duo finished seventh in the 5-year-
old Young Horse Finals at Lanaken (Belgium) in 2011, 
and in January, Sweetnam purchased him, adding the 
son of Cyklon to his string. 

“They’re very similar, actually,” said Sweetnam, who has 
campaigned Cobolt in the 1.45-meter, 1.50-meter and 1.55-
meter classes at the Winter Equestrian Festival this winter 
in Wellington, Fla. “Even by looks, you’d know Cobolt 
is Cyklon’s son; he’s not so big, he has the same sort of 
coloring, and they have a similar attitude. 

“Because he’s a gelding, he’s not as strong, but he defi-
nitely has similar attributes,” he continued. “He gets mad 
sometimes when you tell him what to do, but he’s getting 
much better the more I work with him on it. It was the 
same with Cyklon; once I got to know him and he got to 
know me, we were always a good match. I feel it is the same 
way with this guy. Hopefully he can be as successful.”

Cyklon initially wasn’t used as much as other stallions 
on the Spy Coast Farm roster, such as Diktator van de 
Boslandhoeve and 2012 Olympic gold medalist Big Star. 

“We were [breeding to] Diktator at the same time, and 
then Big Star came along, so we had other horses that we 
were doing books for, and Cyklon kind of got lost a little 
bit in the shuffle for us,” Spy Coast owner Lisa Lourie 
admitted. “I did put him to [2008 Olympic show jumping 
mare] Rolette, but she slipped that foal.”

Only seven Cyklon foals were produced between 2012 
through 2015, but the stallion bred 14 mares in 2015, 
and nine are due to foal this spring. Two foals out of 
Rolette are already on the ground; a colt named Qoriolus 
Effect SCF and a filly, Qoquette SCF, were produced via 
embryo transfer.

“They look fantastic,” Lourie said. “[Cyklon] just got a 
slow start with us breeding in the U.S., but we’re going to 
correct that mistake!”

 Finding His Way In The Breeding Shed

Nine mares are due to foal Cyklon offspring this year, and a colt 
out of Rolette is already on the ground. Named Qoriolus Effect 
SCF, he was produced via embryo transfer. BARB BURLESON PHOTO
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laryngeal hemiplegia, another 
complication from the coil surgery 
in which the right arytenoid, a part 
of the larynx that helps control the 
horse’s airway, had become para-
lyzed. He recommended surgery No. 
3. “When you’re looking in the throat, 
there’s an arytenoid that, when the 
horse breathes, opens and closes,” 
Burleson explained. “When the aryte-
noid doesn’t abduct or pull back the 
whole way due to the nerve damage, 
it blocks the airway. They do what’s 
called a tieback surgery for this with 
race horses all the time.”

In order to avoid the more invasive 
tieback surgery, on Oct. 15 Embertson 
performed a ventriculocordectomy. He 
used a diode laser to remove the vocal 
chord, making the airway larger.

“We got permission from the state 
vet to do the surgery at Rood and 
Riddle Equine Hospital while he was 
still in quarantine,” Burleson said. 
“This way, while he was still doing 
quarantine, he had plenty of time to 
just stand around and recover.”

Embertson, who works with many 
race horses in Kentucky, recom-
mended Cyklon come back for a right 
arytenoid tieback if the laser proce-
dure didn’t open the airway enough 
for him to return to competition, 
but it wasn’t necessary. “Once he got 
home, it was almost like he knew, and 
once he got out on grass and sunshine 
and got a bath and got to breed two 
mares, he just kind of came back to 
life!” Burleson said. “He finished 
his quarantine, and we started him 
back slowly with turnout, hand 
walking and time on the treadmill. 
Then he went back [to Florida] with 
Shane, and he just came back with a 
vengeance down there.”

A Return To Normalcy
At the end of October, Sweetnam 
arrived in Lexington for the CP 
National Horse Show and made a 
visit to Spy Coast, where he saw 
Cyklon for the first time since the 
stallion’s coil surgery. He hopped 
aboard, and what he felt convinced 
him the horse was ready to rejoin his 
string in Wellington.

“He didn’t have the same condition 
muscle-wise, but he felt normal,” he 

said. “Then he came down at the end 
of November, and you could feel it. The 
Spy Coast crew did a great job, and he 
felt normal. I sort of just got him going 
and jumped him some at home.

“He’s the sort of horse where he’ll tell 
you how he’s feeling as well, but once I 
rode him the first time, I knew he was 
the same, and I sort of just started to 
plan from there,” Sweetnam continued. 

“Obviously, if he had any setbacks that 
would have been different, but since he 
was feeling like he felt, I had a plan for 
him, when I wanted him back jumping 
and then when I wanted him back 
showing. [The schedule] stayed close 
enough to that plan.”

Cyklon had a small blip in 
Wellington; in January his right 
eye became cloudy, and Richard 
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Tom Mariën and Franck Pénide performed a surgical operation 
in which a coil, shown on this X-ray, was inserted to stop the 
retrograde blood flow in Cyklon’s internal carotid artery. PHOTO 
COURTESY OF EQUITOM

Ultrasounds revealed that Cyklon’s right arytenoid became paralyzed as a 
result of the coil surgery, affecting his airway. PHOTO COURTESY OF MODESTY 
BURLESON

happened, I didn’t think he was going 
to come back,” Johnson said. “I thought 
he would maybe come back and not 
quite be as good as he was before, but I 
didn’t think he’d come back and be like 
this. He’s just Superman.”

“No one was saying that he’d come 
back and do what he’s doing,” said 
Sweetnam, who plans to show Cyklon 

in Lexington and Tryon (N.C.) this 
summer before a potential return trip 
to Europe. “I wouldn’t have thought 
so. But he couldn’t have had better 
care. Everyone involved made sure 
everything was done right, including 
Lisa Lourie.”

“He was a champ through the whole 
thing,” Lourie said. “Talk about heart: 

Wheeler, BVetMed, of Palm Beach 
Equine Hospital diagnosed him with 
immune mediated keratitis. This is a 
common non-infectious eye disease, 
and basic treatment and management 
had the horse back in the show ring in 
time for the fourth week of WEF. He 
finished third in the $35,000 Douglas 
Elliman 1.45-meter Classic on Feb. 3, 
and his clear round streak began.

“Once he felt right, I knew he would 
be OK in the ring,” said Sweetnam. 
“It’s not like he needed the experience. 
Once I got him jumping at home, you 
could feel that he was the same. He 
got his muscles back going, and he 
was fit. He wasn’t rusty in the ring. He 
was fresh. I thought he was going to 
run away with me!

“There aren’t many horses like 
him,” he continued. “Sometimes, the 
rideability isn’t fantastic—he’s not 
difficult to ride, but he’s not simple 
to ride—and sometimes we’ll have 
trouble at a distance, but he’ll never 
ever stop, ever. Some of the times, he 
should have stopped, and for a horse 
that careful, you’d think he would 
stop, but that’s his frame of mind. 
Stopping is not him. He’s just an 
incredible animal.”

Can’t Stop, Won’t Stop
This fighting spirit also helped him 
survive his medical traumas. “After it 

When Shane Sweetnam first saw Cyklon 1083 at Niklas Arvidsson’s 
farm in December of 2011 and asked if he was for sale, he was 
joking—that is, until he heard his answer.

“I was in Sweden on a shopping trip, and I went into the yard to try a 
different horse, and when I was walking out, Cyklon stuck his head out of the 
door,” Sweetnam recalled. “I asked who he was, and they said, ‘He’s the most 
winning horse in Sweden.’ That intrigued me, and, joking, I asked if he was for 
sale. The girl I was dealing with said he’d never be for sale, but Niklas said that 
they had been talking recently and that they might actually sell him.”

That’s all Sweetnam needed to hear about the stallion, who had won a 1.45-
meter FEI World Cup qualifier speed class at CSI*** Leszno (Poland) just a few 
weeks before. Sweetnam asked to try him, but Cyklon had received treatment 
by the veterinarian that day and couldn’t be ridden. Not wanting to lose the 
horse, he agreed to a purchase price anyway, contingent upon a successful trial 
when Sweetnam returned to Europe two weeks later to celebrate Christmas 
with his family in Ireland.

“The day before Christmas, I came over from Ireland and tried him,” 
Sweetnam said. “He had already been vetted, and we knew that was good, so 
then we flew back to Ireland that evening to buy him. Everything went great. 
I know all stories aren’t always like that, but with him I just felt like it was 
always meant to be.”

 “It Was Always Meant To Be”

HORSE CARE
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“Something like this would show a lot 
of people what a great horse he is, but 

I’ve always known that he is that great,” 
Shane Sweetnam said of his longtime 

mount. ANN GLAVAN PHOTO

He just never wavered. Through every 
procedure that we had to do with him, 
he just took it like a gentleman.”

Lourie hopes that heart will transfer 
to Cyklon’s offspring. While Cyklon 
wasn’t the most in-demand stallion 
when he first arrived in the United 
States, Lourie says she plans to send 
more mares to him in the coming years.

“He’s really a winner in the 1.50-
meter, and a lot of people want 
1.60-meter scope, but I’m thinking 
he’s going to make up for it with heart 
and everything else,” she said. “He is 
a [son of 2004 Olympic silver medalist 
and two-time Swedish Horse of the 
Year] Cardento after all.

“He’s just battle-tried,” she 
continued. “He has battle scars now. 
He’s been mind over matter. The 
Swedes would love to have him back, 
but they’re not getting him back!” 


